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Case 17 (May 28 2009): N Engl J Med. 360(22):2341-2351 

 
Demographic:  Male, 30yrs, America North, General speciality 

 
Clinical features extracted from the case and entered into the query 

box: 
fever 

fatigue 
oral and genital ulcers 

intermittent headaches 
word finding difficulty 

tonic clonic seizure 
right hemiparesis 

hypokinesis 

spastic gait 
 

Synonyms used by Isabel for the above query: 
spastic gait 

fatigue 
seizure 

word finding difficulty 
fever 

headache 
hemiparesis 

 

STOP ! 
 

Before you read further you might want to construct your 
own: 

 
 Final diagnosis 

 
In the following section you will find: 

 
 The final diagnosis of the case 

 Did Isabel suggest the Final diagnosis 
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Differential Diagnoses considered by the MGH panel: 
Herpes simplex virus infection 

Tuberculosis 

Multiple sclerosis 
SLE 

Sarcoidosis 
 

Final Diagnosis of the case according to NEJM: 
Neuro-Behçet's disease 

 
Differential Diagnoses of the case as given by Isabel: 

Herpes simplex virus infection – under Infectious diseases 
Tuberculosis – under Infectious diseases 

Multiple sclerosis – under Nervous system 
SLE – under Rheumatic diseases 

Sarcoidosis – under Respiratory disorders 
 

Was the final diagnosis given by Isabel: 

Yes, Behçet's disease under Rheumatic diseases 
 

Isabel Differential: 
 

 


