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Case 24 (August 12 2010): N Engl J Med. 363(7):664-675 
 

Demographic: Female, 56 yrs, Not Pregnant, North America 
 

Clinical features extracted from the case and entered into the query 
box: 

dyspnea 
hypotension 

pain in left arm 
loss of consciousness 

pleuritic chest pain 
epigastric discomfort 

bilateral carotid bruits 

pleural effusions 
bradycardic 

chest crackles 
 

Synonyms used by Isabel for the above query: 
dyspnea 

hypotension 
pain in left arm 

loss of consciousness 
pleuritic chest pain 

epigastric discomfort 
pleural effusions 

bradycardic 
 

STOP ! 
 
Before you read further you might want to construct your 

own: 
 Final diagnosis 

 
In the following section you will find: 

 

 The final diagnosis of the case 
 Did Isabel suggest the final diagnosis 

 
Final Diagnosis of the case according to NEJM:  

(i)   Myocardial infarction 
(ii)   Pulmonary fibrosis 

(iii) Bronchiectasis 
 

 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcpc1004087
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Was the final diagnosis given by Isabel: 
Yes, (i)   Myocardial infarction under Ischemic heart disease in Cardiac 

       (ii)  Pulmonary fibrosis under Interstitial lung disease in Respiratory 
       (iii) Bronchiectasis in Respiratory 

 
Isabel Differential: 

 


